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Guwahati: The forest advisory committee of the ministry of environment, forest and climate change (MoEF&CC)
has granted in-principle approval for the diversion of 28ha of reserve forest land for the establishment of an
Assam Police commando battalion camp at Assam-Nagaland interstate border in Geleky reserve forest in
Sivasagar district.

The approval was granted on August 27 following the recommendations of the state govt, additional principal
chief conservator of forests (PCCF) and DFO (Sivasagar) to give clearance for the “setting up of the battalion camp
inside Geleky RF is urgent and essential and in the sole interest of forest conservation.”

The state govt had submitted the proposal for seeking prior approval of the Centre under the provisions of “Van
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980” in favour of Sivasagar territorial forest division, Assam.

Recommending the setting up of the battalion camp, the additional PCCF stated that Geleky RF has already lost
about 60% of the reserved forest area to Nagaland owing to rampant encroachment.

“Golaghat division has lost almost 98% of its reserve forest and Jorhat division about 85% of it to Nagaland, hence
to resist further encroachment and occupation of land, the deployment of armed forces and construction of
commando battalion camp is essential for the sole interest of forest conservation,” the additional PCCF stated in
its recommendation.

The PCCF further stated that to resist further attempts of “encroachment by miscreants from Nagaland side”, the
establishment of the commando battalion camp inside Geleky RF is the most feasible from the forest protection
point of view.
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On the other hand, the DFO, in its recommendation, stated that the unabated encroachment is continuing at an
alarming rate and there is almost certainty of losing the remaining forest wealth of the RFs of Sivasagar division
to the occupation of Nagaland.

“In order to resist further encroachment of the forest area and to prevent further destruction of forest resource by
the ever-increasing pressure for occupation of land, the deployment of forest protection force and construction of
battalion camps at strategic locations inside the forest area at the ever[1]expanding trans-state forest
encroachment frontier is unavoidable, inevitable and must,” the DFO stated.

We also published the following articles recently

3,683 acres of forest land encroached in HaveriIn Haveri district, more than 2,375 individuals have illegally
occupied over 3,683 acres of forest land. Despite directives from the forest minister to remove these
encroachments, effective action is still lacking. Environmentalists and officials emphasize the importance of
evictions to address human-wildlife conflicts and protect local ecosystems.113497169
Amazon forest has lost an area the size of Germany and FranceThe Amazon rainforest has experienced significant
deforestation over the past four decades, losing an area equivalent to Germany and France combined. This
deforestation, driven by mining and agriculture, has increased carbon emissions and disrupted the climate. The
resulting droughts and wildfires are affecting millions of people across South America.113607927
In SC, state defends dropping of private forest survey numbersThe Goa Forest Department defended its decision
to exclude certain survey numbers from the private forest category, citing the lack of scientific methodology in
previous surveys. This decision, supported by a review committee and contested by Goa Foundation, is now
under scrutiny by the Supreme Court.113643898


